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Preface

T IS not easy to understand why the remarkable histor-
ical memoir which goes under the name De expugnatione
Lyxbonensi should hitherto have attracted so little atten-
tion and remained so little known as appears to be the case.
The episode with which it deals—the Christian conquest of
Lisbon from the Moors in 1147—was not only the sole im-
portant success achieved by the Second Crusade; it was an
event of the utmost importance in the early development of
the Portuguese monarchy; and, since it was the first notable
success 1n a series of similar enterprises by northern crusaders,
it laid the foundation for an intercourse and codperation be-
tween England and the Low Countries, on the one hand, and
Portugal, on the other, which were destined to have a far-
reaching effect on the maritime and commercial development
of both regions. Moreover, the period in question is one for
which there is a general dearth of important contemporary
histories. William Stubbs once remarked of the middle years
of the twelfth century that they are ‘“more scantily illustrated
by contemporary historians”’ than any other period in the
history of England after the ninth century; and R. L. Poole
has recently observed that, Otto of Freising notwithstanding,
the situation is but little better with respect to the Continent;!
and all students of the Second Crusade are aware how unsatis-
factory are the accounts of it which we possess when placed
in comparison with the great histories which the First Crusade
inspired. It would seem, therefore, that so detailed, dependable,
and informative a narrative as the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi
should be regarded as doubly precious.
Moreover, the conquest of Lisbon was, as Henry of Hun-
tingdon well expressed it, the achievement of ““lesser folk who

1 See John of Salisbury, Historia pontificalis (ed. R. L. Poole, Oxford, 1927), Preface,
p. Vii.
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viil PREFACE

were dependent upon no great leader except omnipotent
God.”* The modern world feels an immense interest in these
obscure “lesser folk” who were so largely overlooked and
ignored by most writers of the Middle Ages, and in the pages
of the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi they live once more before
us. For the author of this work was himself one of them. He
shared their interests and emotions. And being an enthusiastic
and active participant in the stirring events which he records,
as well as an alert observer with an instinctive understanding
of all things human, he has succeeded to an extraordinary
degree in recreating and preserving in rude, but for the most
part simple and direct, language the atmosphere of a crusade.

The De expugnatione Lyxbonensi has long been available in
print, having been published in Portugal in 1861 under the
editorship of Alexandre Herculano and in England in 1864
under that of William Stubbs. Both were scholars who stood
in the very front rank of the historical profession in their
respective countries; and it is unpleasant to have to say that
at this point their work was unsatisfactory, particularly in
view of the fact that the present editor has so often profited
from it, as will be evident to all users of the present volume.
But editorial standards have been greatly advanced in the
last seventy-five years, and it also seems apparent that neither
Stubbs nor Herculano gave his best efforts to this work. In
any case the texts which they produced are inaccurate and
unsatisfactory, and their treatment of editorial problems is
very inadequate. Thus this remarkable source has remained
unattractive and difficult to use.

I cannot claim to have solved all the problems with which
I have been confronted in the course of the present under-
taking. But I have done my utmost to produce an accurate
text and to provide such information as is necessary for its
convenient and intelligent use. Those who enjoy great famil-
iarity with the Bible and with the writings of the church
fathers will doubtless discover some passages derived there-
from which I have failed to note; but I hope that, building

1See below, pp. 12-13.
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PREFACE X

upon the excellent work which was begun by Stubbs, I have
succeeded in indicating all the more important derivations
from these sources.

In adding a translation into English I have been influenced
by the belief that the history of the Lisbon crusade can never
again be told with such vividness and directness as in this
original narrative and that this is a record of sufficient interest
to deserve a wider circle of readers than would be willing or
able to use 1t in the Latin text. Endeavoring to make the trans-
lation as readable as possible, I have not hesitated to make
slight departures from strict grammatical construction when
the rudeness of the Latin seemed to require it. It would doubt-
less be objectionable to mar the English version through a
slavish adherence to literalness, but there is surely no oc-
casion to try to improve upon the original. If I have to any
degree succeeded in letting the author’s personality stand
forth as it is revealed in his own at times curious text, I shall
be more than content. Quotations from the Bible, which are
often fragmentary and sometimes inaccurate, I have generally
rendered in the language which has been made familiar by
the King James Version in so far as the words used by the
author would permit.

To Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, and to the librarian
of that institution, Sir Edwyn Hoskyns, who so generously
placed his treasures before me under ideal conditions for so
long a time as I required, I acknowledge a very particular
debt of gratitude. I am also deeply grateful to the American
Council of Learned Societies for the generous assistance which
enabled me not only to work in European libraries but to
travel over the route of the Lisbon crusade in Portugal and
Spain and make some study of important features of local
topography. To the libraries of Harvard University and of
Bryn Mawr College I am also under a heavy obligation. Only
those who have worked in those two institutions, so different
in resources but so much alike in the spirit which animates
their expert and efficient staffs, can appreciate the good for-
tune of scholars who are privileged to use them. Space forbids
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X PREFACE

an enumeration of all the individuals who have placed me in
their debt in the course of this work, but there are some whose
assistance has meant too much to be covered by any general
expression of gratitude. Professor Charles H. Haskins of
Harvard University, notwithstanding his failing health and
retirement, has been an inspiration and a help from the be-
ginning. It is a source of profound regret that the untimely
death of Professor Dana C. Munro of Princeton University
has prevented me from thanking him as I should for many
helpful criticisms and for reading my manuscript and urging
its publication. Two accomplished Latinists, Professor Dino
Bigongiari of Columbia University and Dr. T. R. S. Broughton
of Bryn Mawr College, have saved me from many a pitfall.
I am also much indebted to Professor Henry T. Cadbury, now
of Harvard University, and to Professor Georgiana Goddard
King and Dr. Stephen J. Herben of Bryn Mawr College.
Professor King has not only put her extraordinary knowledge
of mediaeval Spain at my disposal but has had the patience
to read the whole of my manuscript and criticize it in detail.
The skillful pen of my wife has been mainly responsible for
the map and plan. To Professor Austin P. Evans, editor of
the Records of Civilization, and to the authorities of the Colum-
bia University Press I am obligated for the efficiency and care
with which this volume has been handled in the printing.
Finally I express my thanks to Mr. Howard L. Goodhart,
whose generosity has terminated a long delay in its publication.

For the information of American scholars who may be inter-
ested in the manuscript of the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi,
it should be noted that the photostatic copy which I have
used is to be placed in the Library of Congress, in accordance
with the recently devised plan whereby that institution has
been made a national repository for such reproductions of
foreign manuscript material.

C. W. Davip

BrYN Mawr CoLLEGE
JaNvary, 1936
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Introduction

THE ANGLO-NORMAN ARISTOCRACY IN THE EARLY HISTORY
OF THE CRUSADES

O THE student who views the crusading movement

broadly from its inception until the conclusion of the

Second Crusade,! it must seem a very remarkable fact
that this vast enterprise, which in one way or another came
to embrace practically all the peoples of western christendom,
should have been so largely dominated by France,? and that
England, whose connections with the continent through Nor-
mandy and through the church were for the most part close,
should appear to have played so small a part in it. It can
hardly seem surprising that to the Muslims everywhere,
whether in Portugal or Spain or Syria, the crusaders were
known as Franks, if one pauses to consider that most of the
early histories of the crusades were the work of French writers,
that all the evidence goes to show that from no other re-
gion of Europe was there so great an outpouring of the pop-
ulation on crusade, and that in no other part of Europe did
events in the Kingdom of Jerusalem claim such a continu-
ous interest or arouse such an immediate response in time of
need.

If one makes allowance for the changing conditions of the
ages, 1t would be difficult to name any other event in the whole
history of France which produced a more immediate or strik-
ing impression on contemporary French historiography than

1 The subsequent period would doubtless repay investigation, but since my present
purpose is to do no more than provide the necessary background for an understanding
of the full significance of the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi (1147), I have made no at-
tempt to extend the present inquiry beyond the middle of the twelfth century.

2] do not, of course, intend to imply that there was a French nation in any modern
sense during the crusading epoch. I use the word loosely, as was occasionally done by
writers of the twelfth century, to designate approximately the regions which have come
to be embraced in modern France,
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4 INTRODUCTION

did the First Crusade. In an age when historical memoirs and
monographs were far from common, writers in France or
originating in France—several of them actual participants in
the crusade—began almost at once to record its history; and
within a few years we have an imposing list of works bearing
such titles as Historia Hierosolymitana, Historia Francorum
qui ceperunt Ierusalem, and Gesta Dei per Francos.* The con-
tinuing interest in the movement in France is well illustrated
by the fact that Ordericus Vitalis, writing about 1130 or 1135,
thought it necessary to insert in his vast Historia ecclesiastica
a whole book which is practically a monograph on the First
Crusade, and that he devoted a considerable portion of an-
other book to a detailed account of the far less glorious events
which followed the first great victory. At a still later period
the tragic fiasco of the Second Crusade produced the unique
record of Odo of Deuil, the secretary and chaplain of
King Louis VII, who followed his master on the expedition.
Apart from the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi, which is con-
cerned with an enterprise of the humbler population which
the articulate and ruling classes considered hardly worthy
of their attention, one looks in vain for anything in England
which is to be compared with the imposing array of works
produced in France. The Anglo-Saxon chronicler declares that
the preaching of Pope Urban caused “a great excitement
through all this nation,” and he adds a few lines concerning
the early stages of the crusading movement and then turns
to other things. Florence of Worcester and Simeon of Durham
insert a few scattered notices concerning the First Crusade in
the course of their annals. Henry of Huntingdon gives it a
dozen brief pages. But William of Malmesbury is the only
writer in England who feels called upon to deal with it in any
fullness; and he is embarrassed for want of information and
complains a little mournfully, and in mixed metaphor, that
“the fame of Asiatic affairs illumines with but a faint murmur

1On the literature of the crusades for the period under consideration, see Auguste

Molinier, Les Sources de I'histoire de France (Paris, 1901-6), 11, 266-304; L. J. Paetow,
A Guide to the Study of Medieval History (rev. ed., New York, 1931), pp. 228-38.
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INTRODUCTION 5

the dark places beyond the British Ocean.”! The mission of
Hugh de Payns, master of the Templars, to England and Scot-
land in 1128 in search of recruits for the Holy Land caused
a considerable stir and received some attention from the chron-
iclers and local annalists; and the Second Crusade is treated
in a paragraph or two by Henry of Huntingdon and in the
anonymous Gesta Stephani regis Anglorum. Altogether, it must
be acknowledged that these meagre and scattered notices make
but a poor showing.

It is unfortunately impossible to compile any statistics with
respect to the numbers of those who took the cross in different
countries; but some impression of the appeal which the cru-
sades made to the more important members of society in a
given land may perhaps be gained from the number of indi-
vidual crusaders who can be identified by name. It 1s difficult,
of course, to compile extensive lists of early crusaders from
any country; but it is surely significant that while two score
or more crusaders can be named who marched with Robert
Curthose in the north French contingent on the First Crusade,?
a diligent search has revealed the names of only two from
England who joined the company, namely, the Norman
William de Percy, benefactor of Whitby Abbey, and Arnulf of
Hesdin, a Fleming.® The situation is much the same in Eng-
land with respect to the Second Crusade.t I have discovered
only Count Waleran of Meulan,® William of Warenne, earl of

1 Gesta regum (ed. William Stubbs, London, 1887-89), II, 431: “trans oceanum
Britannicum abditos vix tenui murmure rerum Asianarum fama illustrat.”

2 See the list of fifty-two names in my Robert Curthose, Duke of Normandy (Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1920), pp. 221-29. This list includes the names of the two known cru-
saders from England as well as a number of doubtful cases.

3 Ibid., pp. 94-95, 222, 229. Edgar Aetheling and Robert, son of Godwin, evidently
went on crusade at a somewhat later date. In any case, they belonged to the conquered
rather than to the ruling race. On them see below, p. 24 and notes 1 and 3.

4 It is unfortunately impossible to cite any dependable list of known crusaders from
France on the Second Crusade, but were such a list to be compiled, it would doubtless
extend to a considerable length.

5 Robert of Torigny, Chronique (ed. Léopold Delisle, Rouen, 1872—73), 1, 241; Chroni-
con Valassense (ed. F. Somménil, Rouen, 1868), pp. 8—9. One almost hesitates to reckon
him a member of the English nobility, since at his father’s death in 1118 he received the
continental fiefs, while the English went to his twin brother, Robert de Beaumont,
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6 INTRODUCTION

Surrey,' and Roger of Mowbray,? of whom it may be said
with certainty that they joined the expedition of the king of
France; but to these must probably be added Philip, a son
of Earl Robert of Gloucester,® and William of Dover, one of
Earl Robert’s knights,* and perhaps also Roger de Clinton,
bishop of Coventry.® Between the First and the Second Cru-
sades there is record of some individuals who took the cross
in England, but the number is small indeed. In 1102 Ivo of

earl of Leicester, and since throughout his life he appears not to have used an English
title in any known document. But he was often in England and played an ambitious
role there during the early years of Stephen’s reign, having been betrothed to the king’s
two-year-old daughter in 1136 and having received an important grant in the city of
Worcester, perhaps as her marriage portion. He deserted the cause of Stephen for that
of the Empress Matilda and her husband in 1141; but the importance of his position in
Worcestershire both before and after this date is certain; and it now seems to have been
demonstrated, particularly from a study of his seals, that he held the title of earl of
Worcester, both under the king and under the empress, for a number of years, perhaps
having received the grant of the earldom from Stephen in 1138. G. H. White, “King
Stephen’s Earldoms,” in Royal Historical Society, Transactions, 4th ser., XIII (1930),
§1, §5—72. On his whole career see now G. H. White, “ The Career of Waleran, Count
of Meulan and Earl of Worcester,” ibid., XVII (1934), 19-48.

! John of Hexham, Historia, in Simeon of Durham, Opera omnia (ed. Thomas Arnold,
London, 1882-85), 11, 319; Robert of Torigny, Chronigue, 1, 241. His death in the
disaster which overtook the French forces beyond Laodicea-ad-Lycum (modern Denizli)
in Asia Minor is reported by Louis VII in a letter to Abbot Suger of Saint-Denis (HF,
XV, 496) and by Odo of Deuil (De Ludovici VII profectione in Orientem, in Migne,
CLXXXYV, 1237). It is dated 13 January, 1148, in the Lewes cartulary, according to
J. H. Round, Ancient Charters (London, 1888), p. 50.

2 John of Hexham, Joc. cit.

3 Gesta Stephani regis Anglorum, in Chronicles of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II, and
Rickard I (ed. R. Howlett, London, 1884-89), III, 121-22.

4 1bid., 113-14.

8 He died and was buried at Antioch. William Dugdale, Monasticon Anglicanum
(new ed., London, 1817-30), VI, 1242. The date of his death is given as 16 April, 1148,
on what authority I have failed to discover. See Ordericus Vitalis, Historia ecclesiastica
(ed. Auguste Le Prévost, Paris, 1838-55), IV, 428, note 1; William Stubbs, Registrum
sacrum Anglicanum (2d ed., Oxford, 1897), p. 44.

The name of Walter Fitz Gilbert (de Clare), brother of the first ear! of Pembroke,
should possibly be added, though there is no certainty as to the date of his pilgrimage.
See R. Howlett, in Chronicles of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II, and Rickard I, 111,
p. xxxviii.

Odo of Deuil (De Ludovici VII profectione in Orientem, in Migne, CLXXXV, 1210)
mentions a body of Normans and English under Arnulf, bishop of Lisieux, which joined
the forces of Louis VII after he had crossed the Rhine, but we hear no more of this
contingent, and it is evident that it can have been of no great importance.
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INTRODUCTION 7

Grandmesnil, a Norman, who had been on the First Crusade
and had caused a public scandal by his flight from Antioch,
and who, on his return to the West, had been so rash as to
engage in private war in England, was brought to justice be-
fore the court of King Henry I. Being covered with shame
because of his record of cowardice and despairing of ever
regaining the king’s friendship, he found it advisable to pledge
his lands for a loan to Count Robert of Meulan and go a second
time on crusade. Departing with his wife, who is said to have
been a daughter of Gilbert of Ghent, the restorer of Bardney
Abbey, he died somewhere on the way.! It is recorded that
Robert de Baskervill returned from Jerusalem to Gloucester
in 1109;* and from beyond the Welsh border it is reported
that Morgan, son of Cadwgan, who had slain his brother,
went to Jerusalem propter fratricidium in 1128 and died in
Cyprus on the way home.? At about the same time, or shortly
afterwards, the prominent and wealthy Londoner, Roger
“nepos Huberti,” father of the better-known Gervase de Corn-
hill, set out for Jerusalem; and it is probable that he also did
not live to return.*

To judge from the statements of the chroniclers, one might
suppose that the rising military order of the Templars made
a strong appeal to the generous impulses of the propertied
classes of England.® The mission of Hugh de Payns, master

1 David, Robert Curthose, pp. 108, 139.

2 Historia et cartularium monasterii S. Petri Gloucestriae (ed. W. H. Hart, London,
1863-67), I, 81.

3 Annales Cambriae (ed. John Williams ab Ithel, London, 1860), p. 38. A Iohannes
Anglicus and a Guillelmus Anglicus are to be met with in documents of the Kingdom of
Jerusalem, of the years 1144 and 1146; but it would be rash to conclude from their
names alone that they were crusaders from England. Reinhold Rohricht, Regesta regni
Hierosolymitani (Innsbruck, 1893), Nos. 226, 229, 242.

4 For all that is known about him, see J. H. Round, Geoffrey de Mandeville (London,
1892), pp. 305-306, 308-309; fdem, The Commune of London (Westminster, 1899),
p- 107. He was dead and his son had succeeded to his estate in 1130. Round has shown
that he was joint sheriff of London in 1123.

5 Annales de Waverleia, in Annales monastici (ed. H. R. Luard, London, 1864-
69), 11, 221; Henry of Huntingdon, Historia Anglorum (ed. Thomas Arnold, London,
1879), p. 250; Two of the Saxon Chronicles Parallel (ed. Charles Plummer, Oxford,
1897'_99)’ I: 259.
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8 INTRODUCTION

of the Templars, in 1128 is thus described in the A4nglo-Saxon
Chronicle:

In the same year Hugh of the Temple came from Jerusalem to the
king in Normandy; and the king received him with much honor and
gave him much treasure in gold and silver. And afterwards he sent
him to England, and there he was received by all good men, and all
gave him treasures; and in Scotland also. And they sent in all a great
sum of gold and silver by him to Jerusalem. And he invited the
people out to Jerusalem; and there went with him and after him so
great a number as never before since the first expedition in the
days of Pope Urban. Yet it availed little: he said that there was
a furious war between the Christians and the heathens, and when
they came there it was nothing but lying. Thus were all these people
miserably betrayed.!

This passage seems impressive; yet we know of no individual
crusader from England who followed Hugh de Payns back
to Jerusalem;? and in the final observation of the chronicler
we may detect a note of realism, not to say of cynicism,
which suggests but scant enthusiasm for the crusades or for the
Templars in England. But the best test of the English attitude
towards the Templars is doubtless to be found in the surviving
charters of donations which were made in their favor. Hugh
de Payns may have gathered “a great sum of gold and silver”
during his sojourn in England and Scotland, but there appears
to be no record of grants of land or endowments to the Tem-
plars before the close of Henry I's reign. They fared considera-
bly better during the reign of Stephen, when enthusiasm for the
endowment of religious houses was at its height among the
English nobility® and when the king and queen led the way
in conferring favors upon them.? But there was no St. Bernard

1 Ibid. The translation is that of J. A. Giles, with slight modifications.

2 It is possible that Morgan, son of Cadwgan, and Roger ““ nepos Huberti,”” who have
just been referred to, were of his company, but direct evidence on the point is lacking.

3 “Denique multo plura sub brevitate temporis, quo Stephanus regnavit, vel potius
nomen regis obtinuit, quam centum retro annis servorum et ancillarum Dei monasteria
initium in Anglia sumpsisse noscuntur.” William of Newburgh, Historia rerum An-
glicarum, in Chronicles of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II, and Richard 1,1, 53.

¢ Clarence Perkins, “The Knights Templars in the British Isles,” in English His-
torical Review, XXV (1910), 213; Cartulaire général de I'Ordre du Temple, rr19-1150
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INTRODUCTION 9

to be their advocate in England as he was in France; and while
we have some two score charters in their favor down to about
1150, these make but an unimpressive array when placed in
comparison with the approximately three hundred charters
on their behalf which have survived from the same period in
France.!

It seems clear, therefore, that so far as the upper or ruling
classes were concerned—the classes whose interests are nat-
urally reflected by the chroniclers and in the charters of the
period—the crusades aroused an interest and called forth a
support in England which compare but poorly with the en-
thusiasm, generosity, and ambition which they awakened in
France. A partial explanation of this English lukewarmness
is perhaps to be found in the attitude of certain of the English
kings. We know what considerable efforts were made by
Pope Urban, through his agent, the abbot of Saint-Bénigne
of Dijon, to conclude a treaty of peace between England and
Normandy in 1096, so that Robert Curthose might be free
to lead a Norman contingent on the First Crusade.? There is
no evidence that any parallel effort was made to promote the
crusade in England, and it does not seem a very rash conjec-
ture that it was recognized that such an attempt would meet
with small success. We do not know that William Rufus was
actively opposed to the preaching of the crusades in England,
but such was almost certainly the attitude of Henry I, at
least during the early years of his reign. In 1106 Bohemond,
prince of Antioch, visited France and other regions of the
North for the purpose of recruiting an army for a crusade
against the eastern emperor. Before leaving Italy on his north-
(ed. Marquis d’Albon, Paris, 1913), Nos. 114, 124, 178, 179, 208, 247, 248, 250, 255, 256,
271, 272, 273, 377, 449, 450, 482, 483; Records of the Templars in England in the Twelfth
Century (ed. Beatrice A. Lees, London, 1935), pp. 145—46, 148-51, 156, 176-80, 188-89,
201, 211-13, 21§-16, 219—22,

1 Cartulaire général de I'Ordre du Temple, passim. The best account of the early his-
tory of the Templars in England is now to be found in the introduction to the recent
edition of Records of the Templars in England in the Twelfth Century by Beatrice A. Lees,
especially pp. xxxviii ff. Miss Lees finds “ about sixty charters, royal and private, issued

during Stephen’s reign in favor of the English Templars.”
? David, Robert Curthose, pp. 9o-91.
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10 INTRODUCTION

ward journey, he sent representatives to Henry I in England,
who explained the nature of the enterprise and besought an
invitation to the English royal court; but the king, fearing
that Bohemond might draw away his choice fighting forces,
sent word that he ought not to risk the dangers of a winter
crossing of the English Channel, particularly in view of the
fact that the king himself would be in Normandy before
Easter and would meet him there.! We know of no knights
from England who joined the forces of Bohemond against
the Greek emperor; but we learn significantly of a Norman,
Robert of Montfort, who was put on trial before the Norman
curia in 1107 for breaking the peace and who, being granted
permission to go to Jerusalem, went to join the forces of Bohe-
mond in Apulia.? The case is strikingly like that of Ivo of
Grandmesnil, above mentioned. King Henry was willing
enough to see rebels and peace-breakers depart on crusade,
but not his loyal vassals. Later in his reign, when he felt abso-
lutely secure in his rule of both Normandy and England, his
attitude may well have undergone some change, for, as has
been seen, he lent his countenance to the mission of Hugh de
Payns, master of the Templars.

Of the attitude of King Stephen towards the crusades noth-
ing certain is known; but that it was not unfavorable would
seem to be a fair inference from his generosity towards the
Templars. Nevertheless, there was evidently no great out-
pouring of the English nobility on the Second Crusade,® and
it 1s a fact of some interest that some, at least, who went
had fought on the losing side against the king in the civil
war.*

But the royal attitude alone, whatever it was, can hardly

1 Ordericus Vitalis, Historia ecclesiastica, IV, 211; cf. R. B. Yewdale, Bokemond I,
Prince of Antiockh [Princeton, N.J., 1924], pp. 105-12.

2 Ordericus Vitalis, Historia ecclesiastica, 1V, 239.

3 The statement of the writer of the Gesta Stephani regis Anglorum (Chronicles of the
Reigns of Stephen, Henry I1, and Richard I, 111, 122) might lead to a different conclu-
sion were it not so highly rhetorical and were it not for the meagreness of the evidence
concerning individual crusaders, which has been pointed out above.

4 Philip, son of Earl Robert of Gloucester, and William of Dover. See above, p. 6,
notes 3, 4.
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INTRODUCTION 11

have been the controlling factor in determining the interest
of the English upper classes in the crusades. Some deeper v/
and more fundamental explanation is required, and I venture
to suggest that the Anglo-Norman aristocracy were not greatly
drawn towards the Holy Land primarily because, for this
class, England itself was so great a land of opportunity. Less
a land of adventure than the Iberian Peninsula or the Orient,
it was perhaps the greatest land of opportunity anywhere in
the world in the epoch with which we are here concerned.
A recently conquered country with a government which, forY
the most part, was strong and efficient and stable, there was
no place else where an ambitious and talented man might
hope to win wealth and honor and a successful career so readily,
provided he enjoyed the favor of the king. Under Stephen
there was, to be sure, a period of royal weakness and great
disorder; but the powerful and the ambitious were often able
to turn the civil war to their own advantage by playing off
one side against the other. Even the church, from which the
Anglo-Saxon prelates had been removed to make way for the
Norman, the Italian, and the French, offered opportunities
for the ambitious and the able which were hardly to be matched
elsewhere. It was only when a career in England had made
shipwreck that an ambitious man was likely to turn his atten-
tion towards the East. The case of Ivo of Grandmesnil in 1102
may well be regarded as typical. That of Arnulf of Hesdin
was evidently much like it. Nothwithstanding the fact that
he had been falsely accused of complicity in the conspiracy
of Robert of Mowbray and had won his case in trial by battle, -
he still withdrew from England, tanto dolore et ira commotus,
and joined the First Crusade.! And a much more prominent
member of that expedition was the Breton, Ralph de Gael,
the one-time earl of Norfolk, who, having been driven from
England by the Conqueror, found an English career closed
to him.? Analogous cases are to be met with in Normandy
under Henry I; that of Robert of Montfort in 1107 has already
been noted;® likewise in 1128, upon the death of William Clito,
1 David, Robert Curthose, p. 222, 2 Jbid., p. 226. 3 Above, p. 10.
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12 INTRODUCTION

son of Robert Curthose and potential claimant to the English
throne, some of his late supporters made their peace with
King Henry, if they could, but others, we are told, took the
cross and went to Jerusalem.! In such cases the crusades offered
a tempting avenue of escape from a difficult situation; but
for the successful members of the upper classes, the evidence
seems to indicate that England was hardly a land from which
one would be inclined through personal interest to depart.

EARLY CRUSADING ENTERPRISES OF THE MARITIME POPULATIONS
OF ENGLAND AND THE LOW COUNTRIES

Whatever be the truth about the crusading interest of the
English ruling classes, there was a humbler element in the
population for whom England under the rule of the Norman
monarchy may not have seemed such a land of opportunity,
and 1t i1s not necessary to explain in terms of religious zeal
alone the apparent enthusiasm with which the middle and
lower classes turned to the crusades. For it is evident that by
the beginning of the crusading epoch considerable numbers
of this population had developed a way of life upon the sea
(whether commercial or piratical) which led them to see in
the crusades opportunities for gain which were singularly
appealing. It is for the light which it sheds on this seafaring
population—which 1s so largely overlooked in other sources
of the period—that the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi will be
seen to possess perhaps its greatest interest.

The hardy maritime crusaders of the Lisbon expedition are,
to be sure, not wholly ignored by other writers of the time.
Odo of Deuil refers to them as the maritimi and notes the
beginning of their enterprise;?> Henry of Huntingdon knows

1 Ordericus Vitalis, Historia ecclesiastica, IV, 483. According to the chronicle of Hyde
Abbey (Liber monasterii de Hyda, ed. Edward Edwards, London, 1866, pp. 320-21),
in 1120, when the fortunes of William Clito were at a low ebb, he sent messengers to
King Henry and besought him to release his father from captivity, and promised, if his
request were granted, to depart with him for Jerusalem and never again to appear this
side the Julian Alps. Compare David, Robert Curthose, p. 184.

2 “Interea fama volat, Angliam transfretat, et aliarum recessus penetrat insularum,

Parent naves maritimi cum rege navigio processuri.” De Ludovici VII profectione in
Orientem, in Migne, CLXXXYV, 1208.
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INTRODUCTION 13

them as “the lesser folk who were dependent on no great
leader except omnipotent God,” and he is unstinting in his
praise of their achievement, contrasting their brilliant success
with the disastrous failure of the Second Crusade at Damas-
cus.! But it is only from the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi that
one can gain a clear view of this enterprise and of the status
and interests of the people who were engaged in it. Here we
are confronted with a very considerable body of active, adven-
turous men. It is made up of both English and Norman ele-
ments, but the nobility has practically no part in it. (No one
except Saher of Archelle is ever referred to as a lord.)? It is
recruited primarily from the eastern and southern counties,
and especially from the seaports all the way from the harbors
of East Anglia to Bristol. These men are not only accustomed
to the sea, but they are accustomed to acting together in an
organized way. Before they set out from England they form
a sworn association and establish drastic regulations for the
maintenance of discipline. They choose their own judges
(tudices et coniurati), one of whose functions is evidently the
equitable distribution of the profits or spoils of their enterprise.
They recognize leadership where there is talent, but major
decisions respecting plans and agreements are arrived at in
public assembly and debate. They treat the king of Portugal
with democratic nonchalance and haggle over the terms on
which they will serve him in his struggle with the Moors.
Whatever the religious motives of their enterprise, it 1s ex-
pected to be profitable. The chances of profit in this plan or
in that are made the subject of earnest debate, and no fine

1 “Interea quidam exercitus navalis virorum non potentium, nec alicui magno duci
innixi nisi Deo omnipotenti, quia humiliter profecti sunt, optime profecerunt. Civitatem
namque in Hispania, quae vocatur Ulixisbona . . . et regiones adiacentes a multis
pauci Deo cooperante bellis obtinuerunt, Vere Deus superbis resistit, humilibus autem dat
gratiam. Exercitus namque regis Francorum et imperatoris splendidior et maior fuerat
quam ille qui prius Therosolimam conquisierat, et a paucissimis contriti sunt, et quasi
telae aranearum disterminati sunt et demoliti. His autem pauperibus de quibus praedixi
nulla multitudo resistere poterat, sed quando eis plures insurgebant, debiliores efficie-
bantur. Pars autem eorum maxima venerat ex Anglia.” Historia Anglorum, p. 281.

2 Though his part in the enterprise was evidently secondary to that of Hervey de
Glanvill, he is repeatedly called dominus.
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14 INTRODUCTION

distinction is drawn between the profits of piracy and the
rewards of more legitimate enterprise.

Moreover, these men are able to deal—though, to be sure,
with some difficulty—in organized co6peration with other men
of their own kind from beyond the Straits of Dover and the
North Sea, and it would seem not unlikely that the combined
forces from the territory of Boulogne, from Flanders, and
from the region of Cologne in 1147 actually outnumbered the
English contingent.?

How far back such co6peration between the maritime popu-
lations of England and the Low Countries may go, it seems
impossible to say. The surviving evidence indicates that a
seafaring and commercial life had been developed in Flanders
and Frisia and Lower Lotharingia much earlier than in Eng-
land, and 1t i1s not unlikely that the English learned it from
the merchants of these regions. The commercial activities of
these merchants in London can be traced in a well-known
list of market tolls of the reign of Aethelred the Redeless, prob-
ably dating from between the years 991 and 1002; and it may
be noted that already the subjects of the emperor who came
in their ships (homines imperatoris qui veniebant in navibus suis)
enjoyed a privileged position.? Much more extensive regula-
tions concerning the activities of these men of the emperor,
who are identified with the merchants of Lower Lotharingia,®
are believed to date from before the reign of Henry II, perhaps
from about the year 1130.* Information concerning the Flem-

1 Henry of Huntingdon, in the passage quoted above (p. 13, note 1) claims numer-
ical superiority for the English; but the fact that the continentals were given a pre-
ponderance of the select troops that were sent into the city in advance to occupy the
strategic positions at the time of the surrender of Lisbon would seem to indicate that
the English were in the minority. See below, pp. 172-75. Continental writers not unnat-
urally assign to the English a secondary rdle on this occasion.

2 The Laws of the Kings of England from Edmund to Henry I (ed. A. J. Robertson,
Cambridge, 1925), pp. 72—73, 322—23; Felix Liebermann, Die Gesetze der Angelsachsen
(Halle, 1898-1916), I, 232-34; 111, 161-63.

3 Mary Bateson, ““A London Municipal Collection of the Reign of John,” in English
Historical Review, XVII (1902), 495-502. On the dating of the manuscript see ibid.,
pp. 482-83, and XXVIII (1913), 734.

4 1bid., XVII (1902), 483, 495; cf. Konstantin Hohlbaum, in Hansisches Urkunden-
buch, 111 (1882-86), 388—go. Attention may also be drawn to the well-known description
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INTRODUCTION 15

ings 1s less satisfactory, for they do not figure in these com-
mercial regulations of the first half of the twelfth century. But
they are mentioned in connection with the market tolls of
Aethelred’s reign; and the Flemish Hanse of London, the main
purpose of which was the exploitation of trade by Flemish
merchants in England, is revealed as an organization already
in full vigor in a well-known Latin text which dates from but
little after 1187.! The English, therefore, had long had an
opportunity to make the acquaintance of these aliens from
beyond the sea and to learn to imitate their ways; and it need
occasion no surprise to find Flemings and men of the Empire
(@ Romani imperii partibus)? joining forces with the maritime
population of eastern and southern England in the naval cru-
sade of 1147, from which commercial® or piratical as well as
spiritual benefits were expected to be realized.

For the maritime enterprises of these populations were by
no means confined to the narrow seas. Long before this the
way from the North Sea and the English Channel through
the Straits of Gibraltar into the Mediterranean had been made
familiar by the Vikings;* and the oldest extant mediaeval
portolano, apparently dating from the eleventh century, has
come down to us, not, as one might expect, from the Medi-
terranean basin, but from the North; and it gives the sailing
of London at about the same period by William of Malmesbury (Gesta pontificum, ed.
N. E. S. A. Hamilton, London, 1870, p. 140): “constipata negotiatorum ex omni terra
et maxime ex Germania venientium commertiis.”

1L.. A. Warnkoenig, Flandrische Staats- und Rechtsgeschichte (Tiibingen, 1835—42),
I, Appendix, No. 39. For other editions, for corrections, and for the dating of the text,
and on the Flemish Hanse of London in general, see Henri Pirenne, *“La Hanse flamande
de Londres,” in Académie Royale de Belgique, Bulletin, 3d ser., XXXVII (1899),
65-108.

2 Below, pp. 52, §4.

3 Note especially the provision of the convention between the crusaders and the king
of Portugal on p. 112 below: “Naves insuper et res eorum vel heredum eorum qui ad
urbis Lyxbonensis obsidionem una mecum fuere ab omni consuetudine mercatoria,
que vulgo pedatica dicitur, a modo et in perpetuum per totam terram meam firmiter
et bona fide concedo.”

4+ T. D. Kendrick, 4 History of the Vikings (New York, 1930), chap. vii; Paul Riant,
Les Expéditions et pélerinages des Scandinaves en Terre-Sainte au temps des croisades
(Paris, 1865), passim; R. Dozy, Recherches sur Phistoire et la littérature de I'Espagne
pendant le moyen ége (3d ed., Paris and Leyden, 1881), 11, 250-371.
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16 INTRODUCTION

course from Denmark and Flanders to Acre in Syria.! Over
this course the mariners of the Low Countries and of England
inevitably learned to sail and it is apparent that they were
making the journey with considerable frequency during the
early period of the crusades.

The De expugnatione Lyxbonensi would be a far less inter-
esting record than it actually is if it were necessary to regard
the Lisbon crusade of 1147 as an isolated enterprise. But it
was clearly unique only in its extraordinary success. According
to the Chronica Gothorum, in the year 1140 a fleet of almost
seventy vessels from parts of the Gauls (de partibus Galliarum),?
loaded with armed men who had taken vows to go to Jerusa-
lem, entered the mouth of the Douro in Portugal. Received
with joy by the king, Affonso Henriques, they entered into a
compact with him for a joint attack upon the Moors in the
great stronghold of Lisbon. As the fleet sailed for the mouth
of the Tagus, the king marched overland with his army and
in due course the city was invested. But its conquest proved
impossible, and after the suburbs had been invaded and the
surrounding country devastated, the king withdrew to his
own country while the crusaders proceeded on their way to-
wards Jerusalem.® This reads like a rehearsal of the expedition
of 1147, and it may well be true, as has generally been as-
sumed,* that this episode is to be identified with a vain attack
upon Lisbon which is repeatedly referred to in the De expugna-
tione Lyxbonensi as having taken place five years before the
successful siege of 1147, or in 1142. But the identification is
not necessary or certain. What is clear, apart from the Chronica
Gothorum, is that there had been an unsuccessful co6perative
attack upon Lisbon, apparently in 1142, in which a consid-
erable body of the crusaders of 1147—presumably men from
Southampton and Hastings, and perhaps also from Bristol—

1 Adam of Bremen, Gesta Hammaburgensis ecclesiae pontificum (ed. J. M. Lappenberg,
ad ed., Hanover, 1876), pp. 154—55 (scholia 96); also in Konrad Kretschmer, Die italien-
ischen Portolane des Mittelalters (Berlin, 1909), p. 235; cf. i4id., pp. 195-99.

2 The phrase is exactly the same as that which is applied in the Chronica Gothorum

to the crusading fleet of 1147. PMH, Scriptores, 1, 15.
3 PMH, Scriptores, 1, 13-14. 4 See below, pp. 96-97, note 3.
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INTRODUCTION 17

had taken part, and that the experience of these men on that
occasion, and especially the king’s dealings with them, had
left them with little enthusiasm for undertaking a new siege
in 1147.! But the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi seems to con-
tain references to still other unsuccessful attacks upon Lisbon
in which northern crusaders had taken part. In the exchange
of declarations preliminary to the siege of 1147, the Moorish
elder, addressing the archbishop of Braga, is made to say,
“How many times now within our memory have you come
hither with pilgrims and barbarians to subdue us and drive
us hence!” And the bishop of Oporto, in closing the exchange,
freely acknowledges the truth of the implication.? Whether
these speeches be genuine, or the literary devices of the author
of the De expugnatione Lyxbonensi, makes little difference.
The inference is clear that the attack of 1147 was but one
of a series of such undertakings.

Nor did such enterprises cease with 1147. Lisbon once in
Christian hands became a base from which further operations
could be conducted by the rising power of Portugal with the
assistance of crusaders from the North. Already in 1150
Gilbert of Hastings, the new bishop of Lisbon, is reported to
have been back in England, preaching a fresh crusade and
seeking recruits for an attack upon Seville.* Our concern,
however, is not with these later operations,* but with the
earlier maritime enterprises of the English and of their neigh-
bors across the North Sea, which in large part form the neces-
sary background for a full understanding of the great achieve-
ment of 1147 and which, though the evidence is fragmentary
and often unsatisfactory, may be traced back to the First
Crusade and perhaps even beyond it.

1 Below, pp. 102-111; cf. pp. 164, 165.

2 Below, pp. 120, 121, 124, 12§.

3 See below, pp. 178~79, note 3. A. Herculano (Historia de Portugal, 8th ed., by
D. Lopes and P. de Azevedo, Paris and Lisbon, n.d., III, 65) believed that some of
Bishop Gilbert’s recruits may have assisted the king of Portugal in an unsuccessful
attack on Alcdcer do Sal. Compare Chronica Gothorum, in PMH, Scriptores, 1, 15.

4 On these Friedrich Kurth, Der Anteil niederdeutscher Kreuzfakrer an den Kimpfen

der Portugiesen gegen die Mauren, in Institut fir Gsterreichische Geschichtsforschung,
Mitteslungen, Erginzungsband VII (1909), 159 ff., may be consulted with profit.
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Attention may first be directed to a curious passage in the
Historia Compostelana—a very respectable source for the
matter in question—which relates to events of the year 1112.1
The death of Alfonso VI of Castile without male issue had
created a grave succession problem, and the country was rent
by civil war as a result of the bitter struggle between his
daughter, Urraca, and Alfonso I of Aragon, her husband.?
Though Diego Gelmirez, the celebrated bishop of Santiago
de Compostela, was a staunch and vigorous upholder of her
authority in Galicia, he had met with only partial success in
suppressing a rising against her; and two incorrigible rebels,
Pelayo Godesteiz and Rabinat Nafiez, had set him at defiance
and were holding out against him in two strongholds in western
Galicia, one of which seems to have been Puente Sampayo
on the upper end of Vigo Bay.® Urged on by a letter from
Queen Urraca, who was away campaigning against her hus-
band, the bishop ordered a siege of the latter stronghold by
land and sea. This he was able to undertake because he had
at his disposal not only a considerable land force but also a
small navy, which it appears that, through an arrangement
with the seafaring inhabitants of Padron and other nearby
ports, he had taken the initiative in creating.* But the rebels
also were not without naval resources, for just at this time
there had arrived most opportunely on the coast of Galicia
a force of English pirates, who were bound for Jerusalem, but
who were not averse to turning their hands to some profitable

'In Enrique Flérez, Espasia sagrada (Madrid, 1747-1879), XX, 130-36. For the
more significant parts of the text see below, p. 19, note 4. For the date see Antonio
Lopez Ferreiro, Historia de la santa A. M. Iglesia de Santiago de Compostela (Santiago,
1898-1909), I11, 384.

2 For a fuller account see Lépez Ferreiro, op. cit., 111, chaps. xiii-xv.

3 “Castellum Sancti Pelagii de Luto et Daravum.” Historia Compostelana, in Flbrez,
Espaia sagrada, XX, 132. Lépez Ferreiro, op. cit., 111, 382, has made a tentative
identification of the castles with Puente Sampayo and with Darbo on Vigo Bay near
Cangas.

4 Historia Compostelana, in Florez, Espafia sagrada, XX, 133-35. The bishop is
reputed to have been the earliest organizer of Spanish naval power on the Atlantic.
Compare C. Fernindez Duro, La Marina de Castilla desde su origen (Madrid, 1894),

pp. 20-23; Enciclopedia universal ilustrada Europeo-Americana (Barcelona: J. Espasa,
etc. [1912-30]), XXV, 1182,
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enterprise in the course of their journey.! Taking these pirates
into their employ, the rebels put themselves in a position to
practice depredations along the coast and even for some dis-
tance inland, and the pillagings and atrocities which followed
this arrangement are likened in the Historia Compostelana
to the inhumanities of the Almoravides.? At the very moment
that the Gallegan naval forces, acting on the bishop’s orders,
were making their way up Vigo Bay to blockade the rebel
stronghold, the pirates were engaged in loading their vessels
with the plunder of a church which they had just destroyed;
and as soon as the bishop’s marines sighted them a great way
off, we are told that they recognized that they would without
any doubt be English pirates. In the fight which ensued the
Gallegan forces gained a decisive victory. The enemy ships
were boarded, and three of them were captured.®? Some mem-
bers of the crews were slain, but others were taken alive and
bound with their hands behind their backs. And then the vic-
tors, laden with spoils, continued their way to the siege and
landed with their captives. The bishop, it appears, was en-
titled to one-fifth of the booty which his naval forces had
taken, but when he beheld the Enghsh captives weeping and
wailing, he was moved with compassion, and, giving up his
right to share in the rest of the spoils, he asked that the cap-
tives be surrendered to him; when his request had been granted,
he set them at liberty—but only after he had bound them with
an oath never again to be disturbers of Christians or to prac-
tice such iniquities against Christians as those in which they
had recently been engaged.*

1“Ces soi-disant croisés, ces sacriléges qui pillaient les églises, venaient sans doute
des Orcades, ou I'on n’était encore chrétien que de nom,” says Dozy, Recherches sur
U histoire et la littérature de I’ Espagne, 11, 328, but there is no need for any such assump-
tion.

2 The author calls them Moabdites. For the meaning of this word in the sources of the
period see below, pp. 68-69, note 1.

3Only one of the captured vessels is said to have been English, the other two having
been supplied by the rebel leaders. See the text in note 4, below.

¢ Historia Compostelana, loc. cit., XX, 133-35: “ Eodem tempore Pelagius Godesteides
et Rabinatus Nunides piratas pretio conductos sibi in auxilium assumpserant, qui ab
Angliae partibus venientes causa adeundi Hierosolyman Hesperiam attigerant, et
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With the bishop’s decisive victory over the rebels, which
followed the signal success of his naval forces, we are not here
concerned; nor are we able to say whether the English cap-
tives, having regained their liberty, were able to continue on
their way to Jerusalem. What concerns us here to note is that

hac de causa eos sibi assumpserant, ut, illorum auxilio muniti, ipsi adiacentes partes
depraedando et depopulando inquietarent, et Anglici piratae, utpote gens nullius pietatis
melle condita, et remota et mari finitima pesundarent et atrocitatis suae rabiem exer-
cerent, quod haud aliter accidit. Equidem Anglici ex improviso cursu velifero maris
confinia invadentes, hos trucidabant illos denudantes omnibus bonis suis privabant,
alios, acsi essent Moabitae, captos et catenatos ad redemptionem cogebant; quin etiam
nimia pecuniae cupiditate obcaecati, proh nefas, ecclesias violabant, tantique sacrilegii
rel quaecumque necessaria ibi inventa et etiam homines inde abstrahebant. Sed beati
Tacobi intercessio a nefanda gente provinciam suam pesundari et depopulari haud
impune permisit, tantumque nefas non inultum remanere voluit.

“Interea dum Irienses nautae virique qui de Santa Maria de Lanchata venerant ut
ad supradictam obsidionem tenderent, forte praedicti praedones solito more ad praedam
venerant et, destructa quadam ecclesia, spolia ad classem comportabant, Quos ubi Irien-
ses ceterique in quadam a se remota parte litoris viderunt, proculdubio Anglicos piratas
fore arbitrati sunt. Post haec arma capiebant, scuta, gladios, tela aptabant, et ad bella
alacriter properabant, nec tamen a remigis officio cessabant. Anglici quoque eadem
faciebant, sed, empediente reatu, aut ad armandum aut ad remigandum vix illis tempus
sufficiebat. Quid plura? Bellum utrinque exoritur. Tela ad instar grandinis mittuntur,
et maxime lapidibus quos ad hoc in carinis ferebant bellum geritur. Denique Irienses
et homines de Santa Maria de Lanchata, auxiliante beato Iacobo, acrius in hostes
insurgunt et celeri saltu hostium naves conscendunt. Igitur hos telis transverberant,
hos lapidibus obruunt, illos iunctis manibus post terga vivere permittunt; et ingredien-
tes Anglicorum piratarum biremem et alias duas naves quas Pelegius Godesteides et
Rabinatus Nunides Anglicis in auxilium dederant, incoeptum iter peragunt, tantoque
triumpho laetantes, captivos secum ducunt et ad supradictam obsidionem tendunt;
quae postquam ad aures domini sui, scilicet ecclesiae beati Iacobi venerabilis episcopi,
uti gesta fuerant, pervenerunt, magno gavisus gaudio, omnipotenti Deo summas grates
tradidit, qui provinciam apostoli sui Iacobi a malignis praedonibus defendere et prote-
gere dignatus est. Cum autem praedicti victores se litori applicuissent, episcopus videns
Anglicos captos flentes et eiulantes, paterna pietate compunctus, misericordia motus
est. . . . Tunc alloquutus est nautas suos, ita dicens: ‘Fratres, scitis quintam partem
omnium quae in hac victoria, Deo iuvante, adepti estis ad me iure pertinere, quae,
quamquam plura et pretiosa sint, nihil tamen a vobis accipere volo; sed tantummodo
captivos in portionem meam mihi date.” Hoc autem dicebat volens illos a vinculis sol-
vere et a captivitatis iugo eruere. Acceptis itaque in portionem captivis, ipse episcopus
eos iuramento astrinxit ne amplius Christianorum inquietatores essent aut tale quid
quod superius dictum est in Christianos facere praesumerent, sicque solvens eos a vin-
culis liberos abire permisit.” Compare Lépez Ferreiro, op. cit., 111, 379-86; Dozy, op.
cit.,, 11, 326-28; Alberto Sampaio, “ As Pévoas maritimas do norte de Portugal,” in
Portugalia, 11 (1905-8), 397-98.
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the text which we have paraphrased carries the clear implica-
tion that depredations of English pirates on the coast of
Galicia were no extraordinary occurrence in 1112—the bishop’s
marines knew at the very first sight of the plunderers that
they had to do with English pirates—and that, although these
pirates are described as men without piety (gens nullius pietatis
melle condita), they were none the less crusaders on their way
to Jerusalem. They had turned aside to accept service under
Christians against Christians in a civil strife, but otherwise
their conduct was much like that of the crusaders of 1140(?),
who, according to the Chronica Gothorum, proceeded on their
way towards Jerusalem after the failure of their attack upon
Lisbon,! and that of the crusaders of 1147, who, after their
great victory, are sald to have passed the winter in Lisbon
until the Calends of the following February and then to have
continued their voyage and fulfilled their vows at the Sepul-
chre.?

For the next information which enables us to connect cru-
saders from England and from neighboring lands beyond the
North Sea with Galicia and with the eastern Mediterranean,
we are unfortunately mainly dependent on the somewhat
uncertain authority of Albert of Aix. According to this writer,
in July, 1102, a naval force of two hundred vessels arrived at
Jaffa and rendered invaluable services both by land and sea
to the hard-pressed Baldwin, king of Jerusalem, in his struggle
with the Saracens. We have the names of the leaders of this
expedition, which are as follows: Bernard Witarzh of the land
of Galicia, Harding of England, Otto of Roges, and Hardewerk,
one of the most powerful men of Westphalia.® The arrival of

1 See above, p. 16.

2 Letter of Duodechin, priest of Lahnstein, who was a participant in the crusade.
MGH, Scriptores, XVII, 28; see below, p. 181, note 1. What he says seems to refer to the
German forces and need not necessarily apply to the entire expedition.

3“Interea dum haec obsidio [Joppe] ageretur, ducentae naves Christianorum
navigio Joppe appulsae sunt, ut adorarent in Iherusalem. Horum Bernardus Witarzh
de terra Galatiae, Hardinus de Anglia, Otto de Roges, Hardewerk, unus de praepoten-
tibus Westfalorum, primi et ductores fuisse referuntur.” Liber Christianae expeditionis

pro ereptione, emundatione, restitutione sanctae Hierosolymitanae ecclesiae, in HC, His-
toriens occidentaux, 1V, 596. For a discussion of the date see Heinrich Hagenmeyer,
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this naval force at Jaffa in 1102 and the part which it played
in assisting King Baldwin against his enemies are confirmed
by oriental writers,! but unfortunately we are entirely with-
out information as to how it had been brought together or
what its history had been before its arrival in the eastern
Mediterranean.?

It is also related by Albert of Aix that in May, 1102, when
King Baldwin made his brilliant recovery, after the rout of
Ramleh, by escaping through the mountains to Arsuf and
then making his way by sea to Jaffa, he took ship with a cer-
tain Godric, “a pirate of the kingdom of England.”® And this
Godric has been conjecturally identified with that remarkable
figure, St. Godric, the hermit of Finchale,* whose so-called
hymns have made him a person of note in the history of Eng-
lish versification® and whose early life as an active merchant
engaged in overseas trade has in recent years been used to
illustrate the genesis of mediaeval commerce and of the mer-
chant class.® Whether the hermit of Finchale is really to be
identified with the English pirate who assisted King Baldwin
in 1102 may well be questioned; but in any case his singular

“Chronologie du royaume de Jérusalem,” in Revue de I’Orient latin, X1 (1905-8), 457-58.
Could Roges by any chance be Chocques on the border of Flanders, as the Zokes of
Albert of Aix has turned out to be? Compare David, Robert Curthose, pp. 217-18,

1 Matthew of Edessa, Chronique, in HC, Documents arméniens, 1, 68; Ibn al-Athir,
Kamel-Altevarykh, in HC, Historiens orientaux, 1, 216.

2 Ekkehard, abbot of Aura, Hierosolymita, (ed. Heinrich Hagenmeyer, Tiibingen,
1877), p. 275, reports the arrival at Jaffa in September, 1101, of a fleet of thirty ships
bearing twelve thousand pilgrims, but he gives no indication whence they came.
Hagenmeyer conjectures that they came from Constantinople.

8 Liber Christianae expeditionis, in HC, Historiens occidentaux, IV, 595; cf. Fulcher of
Chartres, Historia Hierosolymitana (ed. Heinrich Hagenmeyer, Heidelberg, 1913), p. 448.

4 T. A. Archer, in Dictionary of National Biography (London, 1885-1900), s.v. Godric.
He died, evidently at an extreme old age, in 1170,

8 Julius Zupitza, “Cantus Beati Godrici,” in Englische Studien, XI (1888), 401-32;
J. W. Rankin, “The Hymns of St. Godric,” in Modern Language Association, Publica-
tions, XXXVIII (1923), 699-711.

¢ Henri Pirenne, Medieval Cities (Princeton, 1925), pp. 119—24; Walther Vogel, “Ein
seefahrender Kaufmann um 1100,” in Hansische Geschichtsblitter, XVIII (1912), 239—48.
The principal source for Godric’s life is Reginald of Coldingham or Durham, Libellus
de vita et miraculis sancti Godrici heremitae de Finchale ([ed. J. Stevenson], London,
1847), being Surtees Society, Publications, XX (1845).
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career well serves to illustrate the early English maritime
expansion and its crusading contacts with which we are here
concerned. Not to mention his other journeys oversea, he
twice took the cross and went to Jerusalem, and on his way
home from the first of these pilgrimages he visited the shrine
of St. James at Compostela.!

Between 1102 and 1112 still other maritime crusading enter-
prises from both sides of the North Sea can be traced in the
pages of Albert of Aix. He makes a brief mention of three
Flemish ships and their commanders, William, Starcolf, and
Bernard, off the Syrian coast in 1110.2 And 1n 1107 he tells of
another body of crusaders who arrived by sea at Jaffa to visit
the Sepulchre. They entered into an arrangement with the
king of Jerusalem to join him in laying siege to Sidon, but
presently the plan was abandoned and they were dismissed.
Of the leaders of this expedition we know nothing, nor are we
able to connect it in any way with the Iberian Peninsula; but
it is said to have been made up of some seven thousand men
from England, besides others from Denmark, Flanders, and
Antwerp.? We have a clear impression that the English con-
stituted the preponderant element in it.

The part played by the maritime populations of England
and the Low Countries in the First Crusade can be illustrated
from more abundant sources, but unfortunately they are not
in full accord, and the problem of their correct interpretation
and evaluation is a serious one. According to Ordericus Vitalis,

1 Reginald of Durham, op. ¢it., pp. 33-34, 52~58.

2 Liber Christianae expeditionis, in HC, Historiens occidentaux, IV, 676: “naves . . .
tres a Flandria et Antwerpia venerant, quibus praeerant Willelmus, Starcolfus, et
Bernardus.”

3 Ibid., p. 631: . . . plurima multitudo navalis exercitus catholicae gentis Anglorum,
circiter septem milia, navibus quas buzas appellant, cum cetera manu de regno Dano-
rum, Flandriae, et Antwerpiae, longo ambitu maris advecta.”

Attention may be drawn in passing to the crusade of that belated viking, Sigurd
of Norway, who set out from his homeland in the autumn of 1107, passed the first
winter in England, the second in Galicia; and then passed on to capture Cintra and
plunder the Moors in Algarve. Later he proceeded to the Balearic Islands, to south-
ern Italy, and finally to the Holy Land, which he reached in 1110. Riant, Scandi-
naves en Terre-Sainte, chap. iv; Dozy, Recherches sur Uhistoire et la littérature de
UEspagne, 11, 323-26.
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a fleet of ““almost twenty thousand pilgrims . . . from England
and other islands of the Ocean,” under the command of Edgar
Aetheling,! landed at Laodicea in June, 1098, and occupied
the city.? This looks like a characteristically mediaeval exag-
geration of numbers, and there are difficulties in the way of
believing that Edgar Aetheling could have reached Syria as
early as June, 1098. A somewhat better authority seems to
place his arrival in the Holy Land in May, 1102.% But the
statement of Ordericus Vitalis, in spite of difficulties of detail,
may well seem rather more worthy of respect than would be
the case were we not familiar with the facts of the Lisbon cru-
sade of 1147 and of the earlier expeditions which have just been
passed in review. It can be proved from a strictly contem-
porary letter that there were English ships and mariners on
the coast of Syria, coperating with the land forces of the First
Crusade in 1098.% Another letter reveals the presence of Eng-
lish vessels on the coast of Palestine, apparently at Jaffa, in
the spring of 1100.° And we have an acceptable account by
Raymond of Aguilers, himself a participant in the overland
expedition, which places the arrival of an important English
naval force off the Syrian coast in 1097 in advance of the land
forces of the First Crusade. Acting in codperation with the
Greek emperor, these English mariners attacked and captured
the port at the mouth of the Orontes River as well as Laodicea,
and, together with the Genoese, they rendered vitally im-
portant services in the crusade by keeping open communica-
tions with the island of Cyprus and by protecting the Greek

1 Grandson of Edmund Ironside, and claimant to the English throne upon the death
of Harold in the Battle of Hastings, 1066.

2 Historia ecclesiastica, IV, 7071,

3 William of Malmesbury, Gesta regum (ed. William Stubbs, London, 1887-89), 11,
310; cf. ibid., p. 449. According to this authority, he was accompanied by another
Englishman, a certain Robert, son of Godwin, who played a heroic part in enabling
King Baldwin to escape from Ramleh. On this Robert see E. A, Freeman, The Reign of
William Rufus (Oxford, 1882), I, 118—23, 615-18.

4 Letter of the clergy and people of Lucca, in Die Kreuzzugsbriefe aus den Fahren
1088-1100 (ed. Heinrich Hagenmeyer, Innsbruck, 1901), pp. 165-67.

8 Letter of Dagobert, patriarch of Jerusalem, #4id., p. 176—77; cf. David, Robert
Curthose, p. 232.
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shipping which was engaged in the supply of foodstuffs and
equipment. Of the size of this force of maritime crusaders
from England, as reported by Raymond, some idea may
be formed from his statement that in the winter of 1098—gg,
when their ships had been reduced by wear and tear from
thirty to nine or ten, they abandoned them or burned them
and joined the land forces of the crusade in the advance upon
Jerusalem.!

The problem of naval codperation in the First Crusade is
still further complicated by several passages of Albert of Aix.
According to this writer—who is somewhat self-contradictory,
it must be acknowledged, and difficult to reconcile with other
authorities—when Baldwin, the future king of Jerusalem,
arrived in the overland march at Tarsus, near the coast of the
Gulf of Alexandretta, in the autumn of 1097, he established
contact with a fleet of Christian pirates who had been pursuing
their calling for the past eight years; and giving them infor-
mation concerning the crusade, he secured their coperation.
These pirates hailed from Antwerp, Tiel, Frisia, and Flanders,?
and they were under the command of a certain Guinemer of
Boulogne. It seems impossible to reconcile a number of other
statements of Albert of Aix concerning Guinemer and his
pirates with other and better authorities for the First Crusade;
but it would surely be rash to reject his whole account of these
maritime adventurers from the Low Countries and Boulogne
in the eastern Mediterranean.?

Y Historia Francorum qui ceperunt lerusalem, in HC, Historiens occidentaux, 111,

290-91.

2In an alternative list Albert reports them as coming from Flanders, Antwerp,
Frisia, and other parts of Gaul. See below, note 3. Note that the men of Tiel and
Antwerp are mentioned in the London trade regulations of the twelfth century which
have been discussed above, p. 14. See English Historical Review, XVII (1902}, 498, so1.

3 Liber christianae expeditionis, in HC, Historiens occidentaux, IV, 348-49, 380, 447.
I have discussed at some length the difficult problems of the maritime crusaders from
England and the Low Countries in the eastern Mediterranean during the First Crusade
in my Robert Curthose, Appendix E and passim. Much must doubtless remain obscure;
but the facts which have been assembled in the present volume incline me to be less
drastic in dealing with Ordericus Vitalis and Albert of Aix than I was when my earlier
work was written. The latest critic of Albert of Aix gives him a rather better reputation
than he has hitherto enjoyed. A. A. Beaumont, “Albert of Aachen and the County of
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Many of the foregoing facts, if facts they be, concerning the
crusading enterprises of the maritime populations of England
and the Low Countries have been gathered from sources of
somewhat uncertain value, it may freely be admitted. Never-
theless, their cumulative effect seems impressive. The first
half-century of the crusades was a period during which mari-
time intercourse between the English Channel, the Spanish
Peninsula, and the eastern Mediterranean was more active
than has commonly been realized. This naval participation in
the crusading movement was far from negligible; and had the
way not been prepared for the Lisbon enterprise of 1147 by
long years of practical experience, it is difficult to believe that
it could have achieved so signal a success.

THE MANUSCRIPT OF THE DE EXPUGNATIONE LYXBONENSI
AND ITS PROVENANCE

The historical memoir in epistolary form which is commonly
known by the title De expugnatione Lyxbonensi,' and which
has long been ascribed without good reason to a certain Osber-
nus,® appears to have survived in but a single manuscript,
namely, Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, No. 470, folios
125r—146r. The volume forms a part of the famous collection
of Archbishop Matthew Parker. Besides the work on the
Lisbon crusade, it contains a calendar, some daily offices, the
well-known poem of Hildebert of Lavardin on the mass (De
mysterio missae), the Hypognosticon of Lawrence, prior of
Durham, and some other unimportant matter. It is written
in various hands of the last half of the twelfth and of the
thirteenth century; and it <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>